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All About Thanksgiving 
 

The Christian Faith is all about thanksgiving.  Our secular North 

American society thinks that thanksgiving is moderately important, 

and so it has a wonderful Thanksgiving Day feast once a year.  I love 

this feast.  Every October in Canada—my calendar tells me it is held in 
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PASTORAL MESSAGE 

Sponsors! 

Many thanks to the 

Nettie Ostapiw 

for sponsoring the October Newsletter. 

 

A special poem provided by Nettie can be found on page 6. 
 

 

If you are interested in how you can sponsor a newsletter,   

please see Caroline Yewchin.  

Submitted by Fr. Peter Haugen  

Христос посеред нас! Christ is amongst us! 



Liturgical Scripture  
Readings 

 
October 2018 

 
Sunday, October 7th 

19th Sunday after  
Pentecost  

Epistle: 2 Cor. 11:31–
12:9 ; 

Gospel: Lk. 5:1-11 . 

 

Sunday, October 14th  

20th Sunday after  
Pentecost 

The Protection of our Most 
Holy Lady  Theotokos  

Epistle: Gal. 1:11-19; 

Gospel: Lk. 6:31-36.  

 

Sunday, October 21st 

21th Sunday after 
Pentecost 

Epistle: Gal. 2:16-20; 

Gospel: Lk. 7:11-16. 
 

Sunday, October 28th  

22th Sunday after  
Pentecost 

Epistle: Gal. 6:11-18; 

Gospel: Lk. 8:5-15. 
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November in the US—when the leaves start to turn colour and the days 

become a little cooler, we gather if possible with our extended families 

and sit down to a turkey dinner.  There are no pilgrims and no Plym-

outh Rock in sight up north, but the rejoicing in family warmth and do-

mestic coziness is the same, I suspect, both north and south of the bor-

der.  I do love Thanksgiving Day, even if in many secular households 

not everyone gives thanks to God for the day’s bounty.  At least once a 

year our all-too-often self-entitled culture tells us that it is good to give 

thanks and to be grateful. 

 

 It is otherwise in the Church.  In the Church, we are to give 

thanks not just once a year, but always, so that every day is a thanksgiv-

ing day.  We are taught this at Vespers:  “I will sing praises to my God 

while I have my being!” (from Psalm 104).  We are taught this at Mat-

ins:  “Let every breath praise the Lord!” (from the Praises).  We are 

taught this at Divine Liturgy: “It is meet and right to hymn You, to bless 

You, to praise You, to give thanks to You, and to worship You in every 

place of Your dominion” (from the Anaphora).  Praise and thanksgiving 

is what we do as Christians, not just once a year, but all day, every 

day.  Obviously we don’t do this as successfully as we should.  That is 

why we need the constant liturgical reminders.  But it defines our 

Christian Faith nonetheless.  That is why the main liturgical service, the 

one that reconstitutes us each week as the Body of Christ and forms the 

liturgical context for everything else, is called “the Eucharist”—from the 

Greek eucharistia, thanksgiving. 

 

 Thanksgiving not only defines us as Christians, but also as hu-

man beings—not surprisingly, if the soul (as the second century Chris-

tian apologist Tertullian noted) is “naturally Christian.”  That is, what 

separates us from the animals is the ability to transcend ourselves and 

the realm of the senses and appetites through thanksgiving.  My cat, 

lovely thing that she is, was not made in the image of God, and so can-

not transcend the realm of the appetites and the senses in which she 

lives.  She might love me (or might not; with cats it’s sometimes hard to 

tell), but even if she does love me, she never expresses it in thanksgiv-

ing.  When I fill her food dish, she never stops, looks up at me and me-

ows a word of doxology or gratitude.  She simply chows down as if I do 

not exist.  That’s okay.  She’s just an animal.  But we are not just ani-

mals, but strange and glorious amalgams of the animal and the spiritu-

al, a kind of amphibian, living in both of the physical world and the an-

gelic realm.  As such we can transcend the merely physical in which we 

Pastoral continued from page 1. 



Newsletter  
Submissions 

Needed! 

 

Please keep the  

submissions for the 

newsletter coming! 

Announcements,  

reports, stories,  

photos… If you want 

to share it, we want 

to see it! Please feel 

free to submit to me 

anytime. 

 

Dobr. Erin Haugen: 

ehaugen@hotmail.ca 

587-252-3410 
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Fr. Peter’s Contact  

Information: 

5525-55 Ave. 

St. Paul, Alberta 

T0A 3A1 

Phone: 

587-252-2715 

Email: 

pmthaugen@hotmail.com 

 

If anyone you know is in the 

Hospital, or are at home ill 

and would like a visitation 

from me, please contact me 

and I will make immediate  

arrangements to meet with 

them. 

usually live, and rise up to God.  Man is, as Father Alexander Schme-

mann once reminded us, homo adorans—“worshiping man”—and this 

capacity to worship is what constitutes the divine image in us. 

  

 Our annual secular reminder of this in the autumn is wonder-

ful.  Yet even more wonderful is our weekly reminder every Sun-

day.  For there we are not simply reminded to give thanks, but through 

our weekly liturgical eucharistia are able to rise above the world, and 

commune with God, and find healing for our broken and ailing 

hearts.  Family and turkey are great.  The Kingdom of God is even  

better. 

 

 

Great Vespers 

 

 We will be holding Great Vespers on the Saturdays preceding 

the Divine Liturgies in St. Paul and Bonnyville. It is my hope that 

in time, as our parishioners become more comfortable with this 

service, that individuals will volunteer to assist in the readings 

when they arrive at the Church. No one will be forced to read, so 

please don’t avoid these services in fear of being asked, but it really 

is a wonderful way of  becoming more involved in our worship    

services.  

 

Schedule of Great Vespers: 

Saturday - October 24th - St. Elias, Bonnyville - 5 pm 

Saturday - November 17th - All Saints, St. Paul - 5 pm 

Saturday - November 24th - St. Elias, Bonnyville - 5 pm 

Saturday - December 1st - All Saints, St. Paul - 5 pm 

Saturday - December 16th - St. Elias, Bonnyville - 5 pm 

Sponsor continued from page 1. 







CONGRATULATIONS! 

I live alone dear Lord, stand by my side, 

In all my daily needs be Thou my guide. 

Grant me good health—for that indeed I pray 

To carry on my work from day to day. 

Let me be kind, unselfish in my neighbors’ need 

Keep pure my mind, my thoughts, my every deed. 

Spare me from fire, and flood, malicious tongues, 

From thieves, from fear, and from evil ones. 

If sickness or an accident befall, then humbly Lord, 

I pray, hear Thou my call. 

And when I’m feeling low or in despair, 

Lift up my heart and help me in my prayer. 

I live alone dear Lord, yet have no fear 

Because I feel Your presence ever near. AMEN. 

 

Submitted by Nettie Ostapiw 

Congratulations  
to our very own  

Nick and Nancy Ozero,  
winners of the  

2018 M.D. of Bonnyville  
Rural Beautification  
Farmstead Award  

presented by  
Councillor Mike  

Krywiak. 

May God grant you both 
many years! 



“O Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God. Have mercy on me, a sinner .” 
-Jesus Prayer 

Website 
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All Saints 

St. Paul, AB 

Dwayne Ternovoy 

780-614-0858 

Sts. Peter & Paul 

Nowa Bukowina, AB 

Sandra Yuschyshyn 

780-645-4815  

St. Elias 

Bonnyville, AB 

Janet Hutskal 

780-573-3470 

Holy Trinity 

Glendon, AB 

Joyce Drapaka 

780-645-3760 

 

All Saints 

Sandy Rapids, AB 

Ron Rusnak 

780-826-2062 

Descent of the Holy Spirit 

Stry, AB 

Marion Chimko  

780-636-2870  

Don’t forget we have a 

website!  

It is under a bit of 

construction, but you can find 

updates, locations, and a long 

term schedule there. Photos 

will be coming soon as well. 

Check it out! 

 
www.bonnyvilleanddistrictuoc.ca/  

 

We’re also on Facebook! 

Look up: 

 

Bonnyville District of the 

Ukrainian Orthodox Church of 

Canada 

FOOD BANK: 

Submitted by Caroline Yewchin 




